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Among MRA's major accomplishments are
litigation efforts to protect the watershed from
harmful  development, oyster restoration
projects that help improve aquatic habitats, the
planting of submerged aquatic vegetation to
support marine life, and ongoing water quality
analysis to monitor and address environmental
concerns. The association also places a strong
emphasis on education, including two AACC
scholarships and also offering opportunities for
community members to learn about the river’s
flora and fauna and the importance of

, environmental stewardship.
M R A @ 8 0 L MRA’s work has also led to improved public

access to the Magothy River, enabling more
In 1946 the Navy decided that it would like to people to enjoy and appreciate this valuable

build an air station and seaplane base near Cape natural resource. The organization encourages
St Claire. Fearful of how disruptive the noise of jet /ndlwguals tok_ getd involved by Ibetcom_/ng
and seaplane take offs and landings would be, the members, making donations, or volunteering.

For more information about how you can

support the Magothy River Association and its

mission, visit our website at:
www.magothyriver.org, or our Facebook page.

Magothy River communities organized to take on
the US Government. That organization put up such
a fight that the Navy abandoned the Magothy site

and built the Patuxent River Naval Air Station. That Stay tuned as the MRA’s 80th year
celebration plans are underway!

was the birth of the Magothy River Association.

This year, the Magothy River Association (MRA)
celebrates its 80th anniversary, marking eight
decades of unwavering service and stewardship.
As an all-volunteer, non-profit 501(c) (3) charitable
organization, MRA represents over 300 individual
members and 30 Magothy community associations.
The MRA was chartered with the mission to
preserve, conserve, protect, defend and improve
the quality of life along the Magothy River and it’s
watershed. The organization’s initiatives are driven
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Mark your calendars for one of the most
important events of year. On March 27, 2026,
the Magothy River Association will once again
provide the annual State of the Magothy
update. The event will be held at the Anne
Arundel Community College Health and
Life Science Building (HLSB) 100. The
program will start at 6:00pm with activities and
information available in the entrance lobby. Jeff
Horne, a Fisheries Biologist at DNR, will also
provide information on his fin fish survey work
on the Magothy River. Please be SOM
advocates and help get the word out to your
community. This is a “must attend” event for
anyone living in or around the river who is as
passionate about the health of the river as we
are. 1




Osprey Woes

Residents all along the Magothy noticed a
significant reduction in the population of Osprey
chicks this past year. Apparently, this situation has
been reported in many of the traditional Osprey
nesting locations around the Bay. A survey around
the Chesapeake Bay this past year found that the
Ospreys failed to produce enough chicks to
sustain their numbers, with fewer eggs being laid
and many hatchlings dying in the nest. “We will
absolutely see a broad population decline if the
pattern continues,” according to Brian Watts,
director of the Center for Conservation Biology at
the College of William and Mary.

The lead theory is “food stress” caused by the
aggressive harvesting of, and the resulting
depletion of the Menhaden fish population.
Menhaden are a also a main food source for
Atlantic striped bass, who’s population decline is
also a source of concern. The influence of the
heat and rainfall over the past two years is also
being investigated.

U.S. Geological Survey and other monitoring
organizations will continue to gather information.
For more details, follow the link to the Bay Journal
Article.

https://www.bayjournal.com/news/fisheries/
chesapeake-osprey-woes-worsen-with-
debate-about-cause-still-centered-on-
menhaden/article_e8931f0d-
f3a8-4108-9d7b-b7166fde493db.html|

Lake Waterford Dredging Begins

Discussions between the Magothy River
Association and Anne Arundel County have
been ongoing for several years now about
the challenging condition of Lake Waterford.

This body of water is the critical headwaters
of the entire Magothy River. Over the years,
erosion due to Stormwater runoff has
progresswe{y deteriorated the water quality.
As ‘a resulf, this condition has become ‘a

health hazard to park visitors, and to the
Magothy watershed as well. In addition, this
condition has adversely affected the vital
spawning areas of yellow perch, and other
fish species just downstream.

Commencing in the Fall of last year,
dredging_and restoration work has finally
started. The work requires careful execution
as not to be destructive to the natural habitat
and its wildlife. The MRA volunteers will be
monitoring the water quality downstream,
carefully ~ measuring turbidity and other
potentially challenglng conditions resulting
from the dredging work. _

While the project is estimated to take as
long as two years to complete, actual
dredging will be suspended starting this
February 15th through June 15th, to avoid
interfering with the annual Yellow Perch
s;;awnmg_ window. L , _

t is exciting to see this critical project finally
underway!







